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tieth century Japanese religion of loyalty and patriotism is quite new,
for in it pre existing ideas have been sifted, altered, freshly com
pounded, turned to new uses, and have found a new centre of gravity
Emperor Worship Helps
A united Japan has been preparing to take her place as a world
Power and has won a position as one of the five great Powers The
center of gravity in rallying around the Emperor has held her people
together during the severe process of taking on Western civilization,
and has kept her intact without civil upheaval, an unparalleled
achievement in history Egypt is a nation of the past India has
let Britain lead her hi e a child until she has lost her national con
sciousness, but fortunately a prophet of the new age for India, Gandhi,
is seeking India s return to spiritual values of the past as a means
of taking a place in world brotherhood China has gone to pieces
by discarding all the past and, having destroyed her temples before she
has accepted anything as a rallying centre to guide her in her new
national consciousness, her hope lies in a prophet who will be able
to rally her people around the best of the past and make her a
co operating member of the creating world consciousness
The spirit of Emperor worship is to the Japanese what the spirit
of democracy is to the Americans, and the spirit of nationalism to the
Britisher, the only difference being that the conservative Japanese
do not often appreciate the fact that a world consciousness can func
tion for a deeper patriotism and fear therefore anything like inter
nationalism The World War has been an eye opener to the leaders
in Japan in showing how the call of humanity has functioned in
arousing the national pride of Western nations
Emperor worship is to them the centre of national life Henry
Satoh, in an effort to make dear this distinction, coins a new word
and calls Emperor worship among the Japanese, Tennoism '
(worship of the heavenly ruler)
Supreme and unlimited as his authority is, as the sovereign of